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WITHIN THE TERRITORY OF THE UNITED STATES, 
READ IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, NOVEMBER 10, 1791. 


LANDS NOT CLAIMED BY THE INDIANS, NOR GRANTED TO, NOR 


porte Gan Rotini wAcw Rinic¥: 


The SECRETARY or STATE, to whom was referred by the Presipent 
of the Unrrep Srares, the Refolution of Congrefs, requefting the Prefi- 
dent ‘ fo caufe an eftimate to be laid before Congre/s at their next Seffion, of the 
quantity and fituation of the LaNnvs not claimed by the Indians, nor granted to, 
nor claimed by any citizens of the United States, within the territory ceded to the 
United States by the fate of North-Carolina, and within the territory of the Uni- 


ted States, north-weft of the river Ohio,’ makes thereon the following 


ee diel a Ou RT. 


af HE territory ceded by the ftate of North-Carolina to the United States, 
by deed bearing date the 25th day of February 1790, is bounded as fol- 
lows, to wit : Beginning in the boundary between Virginia andN orth-Carolina, 
that is to fay, in the parallel of latitude 364 degrees north from the equator, on 
the extreme height of the Stone Mountain, where the faid boundary or parallel 
interfects it, and running thence along the faid extreme height to the place 
where Wataugo River breaks through it; thence a dire& courfe to the top of 
the Yellow Mountain, where Bright’s Road croffes the fame ; thence along the 
ridge of the faid mountain between the waters of Doe River and the waters of 
Rock Creek, to the place where the road croffes the Iron Mountain; from 
thence along the extreme height of faid mountain to where Nolichuckey 
River runs through the fame ; thence to the top of the Bald Mountain ; thence 
along the extreme height of the faid mountain to the Painted Rock, on French 
Broad River ; thence along the higheft ridge of the faid mountain, to the place 
where it is called the Great Iron or Smoaky Mountain; thence along the ex- 
treme height of the faid mountain to the place where it is called Unaka Moun- 
tain, between the Indian towns of Cowee and Old Chota 3 thence along the 
main ridge of the faid mountain, to the fouthern boundary of the faid ftate of 
North-Carolina, that is to fay, to the parallel of latitude 35 degrees north from. 
the equator ; thence weftwardly along the faid boundary or parallel, to the 
middle of the river Miffifippi ; thence up the middle of the faid river to where 
it is interfected by the firft mentioned parallel of 362 degrees ; thence along 
the faid parallel to the beginning: which traét of country is a degree anda 
half of latitude from north to fouth, and about 360 miles, in general, from eaft 
to weft, as nearly as may be eftimated from fuch maps as exift of that country. 

The Indians having claims within the faid tract of country, are the Chero- 
kees and Chickafaws, whofe boundaries are fettled by the treaties of Hopewell, 
concluded with the Cherokees on the twenty-eighth day of November, 178 Ce 
and with the Chickafaws, on the tenth day of January 1786, and by the treaty 
of Holfton, concluded with the Cherokees, July fecond, 1791. Thefe trea- 
ties acknowledged to the faid Indians all the lands weftward and fouthward of 
the following lines, to wit; beginning in the boundary between South and 
North-Carolina, where the South-Carolina Indian boundary ftrikes the fame; 
thence north to a point from which a line is to be extended to the river Clinch, 
that fhall pafs the Holfton, at the ridge which divides the waters running into 
Little River, from thofe running into the Tanniffee; thence up the river 
Clinch to Campbell’s Line, and along the fame to the top of the Cumberland 
mountain; thence in a direé& courfe towards the Cumberland river, where 
the Kentucky road croffes it, as far as the Virginia line, or parallel aforefaid, 
of 364 degrees; thence weltwardly, or eaftwardly, as the cafe fhall be, along 
the faid line or parallel to the point thereof, which is due north-eaft from an. 


South-weftern 
Territory, 


Indian claims, 
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other point to be taken on the dividing ridge of Cumberland and Duck rivers, 
4o miles from Nafhville ; thence fouth-weft to the point laft mentioned, on 
the faid dividing ridge, and along the faid dividing ridge north-weltwardly, 
to where it is inteffected by the faid Virginia line, or parallel of 367 degrees. 
So that there remained to the United States, the right of pre-emption of the 
lands weftward and fouthward of the faid lines, and the abfolute right to thofe 
northward thereof, that is to fay ; to one parcel to the eaftward, fomewhat 
triangular, comprehending the counties of Sullivan and Washington, and 
parts of thofe of Greene and Hawkins, running about rso miles from eaft to. 
weft, on the Virginia boundary, as. its bafe, and between 80 and go miles from 
north to fouth, where broadeft ; and containing, as may be conjectured, with- 
out pretending to accuracy, between feven and eight thoufand fquare miles, 
or about five millions of acres: And to one other parcel to the weftward, 
fomewhat triangular alfo, comprehending parts of the counties of Sumner, Da- 
vidfon, and Tanniffee, the bafe whereof extends about 150 miles alfo, from eaft 
to weft, on the fame Virginia line, and its height, from north to fouth, about 
-s miles, and fo may comprehend about four thoufand fquare miles, or up- 
wards of two and a half millions of acres of land. ; 
Chims of ci: ‘Within thefe triangles, however, are the following claims of citizens, referved 
ers by the deed of ceflion, and confequently forming exceptions to the rights of 


the United States. 3 Sieg 
I. Appropriations by the ftate of North-Carolina, for their continental and 


{tate officers and foldiers. . 
Il. Grants and titles to grants vefted in individuals by the laws of the fate. 
Ill. Entries made in Armftrong’s office, under an act of that ftate, of 1783, 

for the redemption of fpecie and other certificates. . 
The claims covered by the firft refervation are, | 

Military boun- ‘ft. ‘The bounties inland given by the faid {tate of North-Carolina, to their 
— continental line, in addition to thofe given by Congrefs ; thefe were to be 
located within a diftri@ bounded northwardly by the Virginia line, and fouth- 
wardly by a line parallel thereto, and 55 miles diftant: weftwardly, by the 

Tanniffee, and eaftwardly by the meridian of the interfeGion of the Virginia 

line, and Cumberland river 5 grants have accordingly iffued for 1,239,498 

acres, and warrants for the further quantity of 1, 549,726 acres, making toge- 

ther 2,789,224 acres. . ip 
Ic jg to be noted that the fouthweftern and foutheaftern angles of this diftri@, 
con{tituting perhaps a fourth or a fifth of the whole, are fouth of the lines 

eftablifhed by the treaties of Hopewell and Holfton, and confequently. in a 

country wherein the Indian title is acknowledged and guarantied by the Uni- 

ted States, No information is received of the exact proportion of the locations 

madé within thefe angles. vr " 
nd. Bounties in land to Evan’s battalion, raifed for ftate purpofes.  Thefe 

were to be taken welt of the Cumberland Mountain. ‘The locations are not 


yet made. 
The fecond refervation covers the following claims : hey ae 
Entries and 1. Lands for the furveyor-general’s fees for laying out the military bounties, 
eee to be located in thé military diftrid, The grants already iffued on this account 


amount to 30,203 acres. — Be cuih 
a. Grants to aac Shelby, Anthony Bledfoe, and Abfalom Tatum, commif- ° 
Commiffioners. ¢ ag. : - + ys, : pe huis oi | 3 s j 
fioners for laying out the military bounties 5 and to guards, chain-carriers, 
markers, and hunters, who attended them, already iffued to the amount of 
65,932 acres, located in the military: diftrict. a tm: 
Wathington ee SPB in Wafhington county aloe to 7465362 3 acres 5 for 
county. 214,549 + of which grants have already 1 ued.. Of the remaining 531,812 = 
acres, confiderable proportion were declared void by the laws of the ftate, — 
and were particularly excluded from the cover of the refervation in the deed 


| 


Loe I 


of ceffion, by this claufe in it, to wit, «Provided that nothing ‘herein contained 


fhall extend, or be conftrued to extend, to the making gopd any entry or en- 


tries, or any grant or grants, heretofore déclared void, by any act or acts of the 
‘General Aflembly of this flate.”” Stillit is to be confidered, that many of thefe 
perfons have fettled and improved the lands, are willing, as is faid, to comply 
with fuch conditions as fhall be required of other purchafers, form a {trong 
barrier on the new frontier, acquired by the treaty of Holfton, and are there- 
fore objects meriting the confideration of the Legiflature. 

4. Entriesin Sulhvan county, amounting to 240,624.acres; for HF 35932 


Sullivan county. 


acres ef which, grants have already iffued ; of the remaining entries, many are. 


certified veid, and others underitood to be lapfed ver otherwife voidable under 
the laws of the ftate. 

5. Certain pre-emption rights granted to the firft fettlers of Davidfon county, 
on Cumberland river, amounting-to 309,760 acres. . 

- 6. A grant of:200,¢00 acres to Richard Henderfon and .others:en Powel’s 
and Clinch’s rivers, extending up Powel’s riverin a breadth of not lefs than 4 
miles, and down Clinch’s from their junction ina/breadth not lefs than 12 miles. 
A great part of this is within the Indian territory. 

Among the grants of the ftate now under recapitulation, as forming excep- 
‘tions out of the abfolute rights ofthe United States, are not to be reckoned 


‘here two grants of 2,000 acres‘each-to Alexander Martin and David Willon,, 
2] 3 


adjacent to the lands allotted to the officers and foldiers ; nor a grant of 25,000 
-acres on Duck river to the late Major General Greene ; becaufe they are whol- 
ly within the Indian territory, as acknowledged by the treaties of Hopewell 
and .Hol{ton. > “ ’ 

_ The extent of the third refervation in favor of entries made in Armitrong’s 


office is not yet entirely known, nor can be till the 20th of December, 1702, ° 


‘the laft day given for perfecting them: the fum of certificates, however, which 
had been paid for thefe warrants into the treafury of the ftate, before the 2oth 
day of May 1799, reaches in all probability near to their whole amount; this 
was £'.3733649: 6: 5, currency»of that ftate, and at the price of £.10 the hun- 
dred acres, eftablifhed by law, fhews that warrants had iffued for 35736.493 
acres; for 1,762,660 of thefe, grants have paffed, which appear to have been 
located partly in the countiesof Greene and Hawkins, and partly in the coun- 
try, from thence to.the Mifiifippi, as divided into Faftern, Middle, and Wett- 
vern diftri&s. Almoft the whole of thefe locations are within the Indian terri- 
‘tory. Befides the warrants paid foras before mentioned, it is known that there 
are jome others out-ftanding and not paid for: but perhaps thefe need not be 
‘taken into account, as payment of them has been dilputed onthe ground, that 
‘the lands being within the Indian territory, cannot now be delivered to the 
tholders of the warrants. © + 

On a review of all the refervations, after making fuch conjectural allowance 
as our information authorizes, for the proportion of them, which may be with- 
‘in the Indian boundaries, it appears probable that they cover all the ceded 
lands fufceptible of culture, and cleared-of the Indian title, that is to fay, all 
the habitable parts of thetwo triangles beferementioned, ‘excepting only the 
lands fouth of French Broad, and Big Pigeon Rivers. Thefe were part of the 
tract appropriated by the laws of the fate, to the ufe of the Indians, whofe ti- . 
tle being purchalfed at the late treaty of Holfton, they are now free to be difpo- 
fed of by the United States, and are probably the only lands open to their dif- 
pofal, within this fouth-weltern territory, which can excite the attention of pur- 
chafers. ‘They are fuppofed to amount ‘to about 300,000 acres, and we are 
told that 300 families -have already fet down upon them without right or li- 
-cenfe. j 
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The territory of the United States north-weft of the Ohio, is bounded on North-weftern 


the fouth by that river, on the eaft by Pennfylvania, on the north and weft, temtory. 


eee 


Chims of In The part of this territory occupied by Indians, is north and welt of the 
ae: following lines, eftablifhed with the Wiandots, Delawares, Chippawas, and — 
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by the lines which divide the United States from the dominions of Great-Bri- | 
tain and Spain. 


Ottawas, by the treaty of Fort M4ntofh, and, with the Shawanefe, by that 
of the Great Miami, to wit : beginning at the mouth of the Cayahoga, and 
running up the’river to the portage, between that and the Tufcaroras branch 
of the Mutkingum, then down the faid branch to the Forks, at the crofling. 
place’ above Fort Lawrence, then weftwardly, towards the portage of the 
Big Miami, to the main branch of that river, then down the Miami to the: 
fork of that river next below the old Fort, which was taken by the French _— 
in 1752; thence due weft to the river De la Panfe, and down that river to 
the Wabath. So far the lines are precifely defined, and the whole country 
fouthward of thefe lines, and eaftward of the Wabath cleared of theclaimsof 
thofe Indians, as it is alfo of thofe of ‘the Poutiwatimas, and Sacs, by the 
treaty of Mufkingum. How far on the other fide of the Wabafh, the fouth- 
ern boundary of the Indians has been defined, we know not. It is only un- 
der{tood in general, that their title to the lower country, between that river 
and the Illinois, has been formally extinguifhed by the French, while in their 
poffeffion. As to that country then, and what lies {till beyond the Illinois, 

it would feem expedient that nothing be done, till a fair afcertainment of 
boundary can take place, by mutual confent, between us and the Indians in- 
terefted. 

The country within the Wabafh, the Indian line before defcribed, the Penn- 
fylvania line, and the Ohio, contains, ona loofe eftimate, about 55,000 
{quare miles, or 35 millions of acres. 

During the Britifh government, great numbers of perfons had formed: 
themfel ves into companies under different names, fuch as the Ohio, the Wa- — 
bache, the Illinois, the Mififippi, or Vandalia companies, and had covered, 
with their applications, a great part of this territory. Some of them had ob-) 
tained orders on certain conditions, which, having never been fulfilled, their 
titles were nevet completed by grants. Others were only ina {tate of nego- 
ciation, when the Britifh authority was difcontinued. Some of thefeclaims _ 
being already under’a fpecial reference by order of Congrefs, and all of them — 
probably falling under the operation of, the fame principles, they will not be 
noticed in the prefent report. ) 
Chims of Citi ‘The claims of citizens to be here ftated will be, 

a I. Thofe referved by the ftates in their deeds of ceffion. ee 

Il. Thofe which have arifen under the government of the United States 
themfelves. oes. r va 

Under the firft head prefents itfelf the tract of country from the comple. — 
tion of the arf degree, to 42 deg. 2 min. of north latitude, and extending 
from the Pennfylvania line before mentioned, 120 miles weftwatd, not men- — 
tioned in the deed of Connecticut, while all the country weftward thereof, — 
was mentioned to be ceded; about two and a half millions of acres of this — 
may perhaps be without the Indian lines before mentioned. crt 
oe o Kal 4, Atefervation in the deed of Virginia of the poffeffions and titles of the © 
cathias, &€. -Pyonch and Canadian inhabitants and other fettlers. of the Kafkatkias, St. — 

Vincents, and the neighboring villages, who had profefled themfelves citi- 
zens of Virginia, which rights have been fettled by an act of the laft feffion of — 
Congrefs, intituled, “ An act for granting lands to the inhabitants and ‘fet- 7 
tlers at Vincennes and the Illinois country in the territory north-welt of the 
Ohio, and for confirming them in their poffeffions.”’ Thefe lands are in the. 
neighborhood of the feveral villages. j s 
Clarkes regi 3. A refervation in the fame deed of a quantity not exceeding 150,000.acres 
waa of land for General George Rogers Clarke, and the officers and foldiers of 
his regiment-who were at the reduction of. Kafkafkias, and St. Vincents, to 
to be laid of in fuch place on the north-weft fide of the Ohio, as a majority of | 
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the officers fhould choofe. They chofe they fhould be laid off on the river ad- 
jacent, to the tapids, which accordingly has* been done. | . 
4. A refervation, in the fame deed, of lands between the Scioto and Little Virgieia line. 
Miami, to make up to the Virginia troops on continental eftablifhment, the 
_ quantity which the good lands, in their fouthern allotments, might fall fhort 
of the bounties given them by the laws of that’ ftate. Bya ftatement of the 
r6th of September, 1738, it appears that 724,045 4 acres had been fur- 
veyed for them on the fouth-eaftern fide of the Ohio; that 1,395,385 3 
acres had been furveyed on the north-weltern fide; that warrants for 649,649 
acres more, to be inid of on the fame fide of the river, were in the hands of 
the furveyor, and it was {uppofed there might ftill be fonte few warrants not’ 
yet prefented ; fo that this refervation may be ftated at 2,045,034 z acres, OF 
perhaps fome {mall matter more. 
Il. The claims of individual citizens derived from the United States them- 
felves are the following. 5 
1. Thofe of the continental army, founded on the refolutions of Congrefs Continental ar- 
of September 16, 1776, Auguft 12, and September 30, 1780, and fixed by “”” 
the ordinance of May 20, 1785. ‘The refolution of OGtober 22, 1787, and 
the fupplementary ordinance of July 9, 1788, in the feven ranges of town- 
fhips, beginning ata point onthe Ohio, due north from the weftern termina- 
tion of a line then lately run, as the fouthern boundary of Pennfylvania: ot 
in a fécond tract of a million of acres, bounded eaft, by the 7th range of the 
faid townfhips, fouth by the lands of Cutler and Sargent ; north, by an ex- 
tenfion of the northern boundary of the faid townthips ; and going towards 
the welt fo far as to include the above quantity; or, laftly, in a third tract of 
country ; beginning at the mouth of the Ohio, and running up the Miffiippi 
to the river Au Vaule, thence up the fame till it meets a welt line from the 
mouth of the Little Wabafh; thence along that line to the Great Wabath ; 
thence down the fame, and the Ohio, to'the beginning. The fum total of 
the faid militar claims is 1,851,800 acres. a 
~ 9, Thole of the individuals who made purchafes of land at New-York, nt ys rok 
in the faid feven ranges of townthips, according to the refolutions of Congrefs 
of April 21, 1737, and the fupplementary ordinance of july 9, 1788, which 
claims amount to 150,895 acres. : 
at iB, The purchafe of one million and a half acres of jand by Cutler and Sar- Ohio company: 
gent, on behalf of certain individuals, affociated under the name of the Ohio 
Company. ‘This begins where the Ohio is interfe&ted by the weftern bounda- 
ry of the feventh range of townfhips, and runs due north on that boundary 
1306 chains and 25 links ; thence due welt to the weftern boundary of the 
17th range of townfhips ; thence due fouth to the Ohio, and up that river te 
the beginning ; the whole area containing 1,781,760 acres of land, whereof 
_ 281,760 acres, confifting of various lots and townfhips, are referved to the 


- United States. 


4. Yhe purchafe by the fame Cutler and Sargent on behalf alfo of themfelves Scioto company. 
and others. This begins at the north-eaftern angle of the tract of their pur- 
chafe before defcribed, and runs due north to the northern boundary of the 
tenth townfhip from the Ohio; thence due weft, to the Sioto ; thence down 
the fame, and up the Ohio to the fouth-weftern angle of the faid purchafe be- 
fore defcribed, and along the weltern and northern boundaries thereof to the 

_. beginning ; the wholé area containing 4,901,480 acres of land, out of which, 
however, five lots, towit, Nos. 8, 11, 16; 26, and 29 of every townfhip, of 
fix miles {quare, are retained by the United States, and out of the whole are 
retained the three townfhips of Gnadenhutten, Schoenbrun, and Salem; and 
certain lands around them, as will be hereafter mentioned. 

_ 5. The purchafe of John Cleves Symmes, bounded on the welt by the Great 
“Miami; on the fouth by the Ohio ; on the ealt by a line which is to begin on 
the bank of the Ohio, 2° miles from the mouth of the Great Miami, as mea- 

_ furedalong the feveral courles of the Ohio, and to run parallel with the general 
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‘courfe of the faid Great Miami; and on the north by an eaft and weft line, fo: 
run as to include a million of acres in the whole area, whereof five lots, num-_ 
bered as before mentioned, are referved out of every townthip by the United 
States. o 
Itis fuggefted that this purchafer, under colour of a firft and larger propo 
fition to the board of treafury, which was never clofed, (but pending that pro-_ 
fition) fold fundry parcels of land, between his-eaftern boundary before men- 
tioned, and the Little Miami; and that the purchafers have fettled thereon... — 
If thefe fuggeltions prove true, the fettlers will, perhaps, be thought to merit. — 
the favor of the legiflature, as purchafers for valuable confideration,.and with.’ ’ 
out notice of the defeé of title. +a 
Lhe contracts for lands, which were at one time under confideration with ~ 
Flint & Parker. Meffrs. Flint and ‘Parker, and with Colonel Morgan, were never fo far profecu- § 
a ted as.to bring either party under any obligation. All proceedings thereon’ 
were difcontinued at a very early ftage, and it is fuppofed that no further views) 4 
exift with any party. Thefe, therefore, are not to be enumerated among exift- — 
ing claims. es* 
rae ale 6. ‘Three townfhips were referved by the ordinance of May 20,1785, adja-. | 
anaGgian rerus 4 ‘° 
gees. cent to Lake Erie, for refugees from Canada and Nova-Scotia, and for other. 
_ purpofes, according to refolutions of Congrefs, made or.to be made on that: 
fubject. Thefe would of courfe contain 69,120 acres. q 
Chriftian In- 7. ‘The fame.ordinance of May 20, 178s, appropriated the three towns of _ 
i Gnadenhutten, Schoenbrun, and Salem, on the Mufkingum, for the chriltian 
Indians formerly fettled there, or the remains of that fociety, with the grounds. — 
round about them,.and the quantity of the faid circumjacent, grounds, for each 
of the faid towns, was determined by the refolution of Congrels of September. 
3d, 1788, to be fo much.as, with the plat of its refpetive town, fhould make 
up 4000 acres ; fo that the three towns and their circumjacent lands were to a- 
mount to 12,000 acres. This refervation was accordingly made out of the larger 
purchafe of Cutler and Sargent, which comprehended them. ‘he Indians, 
however, for whom the refervation was made, have chofen to emigrate beyond | 
the limits of the United States, fo that the lands referved for them, {till remain 
to the United States. e 
ian On the whole, it appears that the United States ‘may rightfully difpofe of 
Conneticut about 2,500,000 cl A 
Katkaikians,éec.abt. 100,000 all the lands between the Wabath, the Ohio, Pennfylvania, the forty-firft pa- 


Yiellalng, | asinaie rallel of latitude, and the Indian lines celcribed in the treaties of the Great 
A etre Be Miami, and Fort M‘Intoth, with exceptions only of the rights faved .by the 
Siot@ Co. 91-36 foe 0 deed of ceffion of Virginia, and of.all tights legally derived from the govern- 
Symares, > oo,000 Ment-of the United States, and fuppofing the paris fouth of -the Indian lines, 
Ts06as0 tO Contain.as before conjeétured, about 35 millions of acres, and -that the 
vere claims .of citizens before enumerated may amount to between thirteen and 
*»#5559 fourteen millions, there remain at the difpolal of the United States upwards of 
twenty-one millions of acres, in this north-weftern quarter. 
And though the want of aétual furveys of fome parts, and ofa general deli- 
‘neation of the whole-on paper, fo as to exhibit to the eye the locations, forms, 
-and relative pofitions of the tights before defcribed, may prevent our forming” r 
a well defined idea of them.at this diftance, yet,.on the {pot thefe difficulties ex- | 
it but- ina fmall degree: The individuals there employed in the details of 
buying, felling, and locating, .poffefs local informations of the parts which,con- 
cern them, fo as to be able to keep clear.of each others rights; or, if in fome 
inilances.a confli& of claims thould arife, from.any want of certainty in their 
definition, a local judge will doubtlefs be provided to decide them without -” 
delay, at leaft provifionally. Time, inftead of clearing up thefé incertainties, . 
will cloud them the more, by the death or removal of witnefles, the difappear- a 
cance of lines and marks, change.of parties, and.other cafualties. . ae 


TH. JEFFERSON, Secretarywof State. 
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November 8, 1791. 
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